one another. 


woa e nol 


% * 
13 * "> 


CRISY 5 ; n _— 38 n 


: Hxre, — 
2 goes over all the faculties of the ſoul, and thae Wl. 


in a Subtle inſenſible way, as leaven: There 


fore the ſame word that is Pat — bncerity fignifies | i 


alſs unleavened bread. 
There are ſome who have more need Is lack to 


this evil than others. Such as are of a popular hu. 


mour. The moſt of their expreſſivns ta others are 
ſeldom from t ſenſe of the duty they owe to 
Hence, it is hard to * Bao 5 much 
with the world, without ſome tincture of this cor- . 
kruption.— Such as are naturally ſubrile and crafty, = 
3 eſpecially when their natural cunningneſs is impro- 
ved by their Hving under the goſpel. This is ſoon 
turned into ſpiritual hypacriſy.—Such whoſe reli- 
gion begins with a good time, or ſome particular 
| advantage.—Such as are ſtrict and ſuperſtitious ob- 
| ſervers of external circumſtances and forms, and are 
more affected with external incentives to religion 
| than with ſpiritual arguments. E 
F ws Hypocriſy i is either oppoſed to the reality of a | 
_ faving work upon the ſoul, or to the e of 
a man's ends and intentions. 8⁰ thare are two 92 


of os [ 1 
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Firſt, There are ſome who know not themſelves 
to be ſuch. Theſe are not formally hypocrites, but 
are ſo really as to God. Such may go long on in 
duty, in a drudging way, having ſome naturab pro- 
penfity to it, bred by ingenuity, education, or ſome 
common principles dropped in by the goſpel. Such 
was Paul, 1 Tim. i. 13. who was before a blaſpbemer, 
and a perſecutor, and injurious.—Such alſo were the 
fooliſh virgins, and the young man. A man of na- 


_ tural ingenuity and ſimplicity may be ſo far impro- 


ved by the goſpel, that he may be as ſimple-hearted ; 
in following the letter of it, as he was formerly in 


6 acts of honeſty. Such the young man appears | 


1 


| to be. _ 
- not my intention only that makes me a hy- 
a before GoD.. Indeed, thoſe are moſt to be 
amented who go thus, as it were, innocently to hell. 
They think they love CurrsT, but they never had 
that grace flaming in. them by the power of divine 
love, and ſpiritual goſpel principles. 
This miſtake often ariſes from the want of 8 
thorough diſcovery of our natural finful ſtate; 


from ſome general eſteem of the goſpel, as an ex- 


cellent hiſtory, and a more noble rule of life; from 
the preſent comfort and compoſure they find ; or 
from the want of a thorough examination of the nl. 
—0 ] try your hearts by law and goſpel, and wait 
on the Srmrr for a new trial. If ever Gop take 
off the vail, you will pefhaps be ſurpriſed, and won- 
der as much what he 1s * with thee as Faul 


Vet know that there | is kypoecifa in the ſoul 
when et the man cannot be called an hypo- 
crite. 15 evil lies cloſe in the ſoul of a Chriſtian. 

Some particular ad ions may be wholly tainted with 
hypocriſy, Gal. ii. 13. And the other Jews diſſem- 
bled likewiſe with Bim, inſomuch that Barnabas alſo 
was carried away with their dilſimulation. Rev. iii. 2. 
Be watchful, and firengthen the things which remain, 
that are ready to die; for J have not 8 ſexel thy works | 


= 
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Per fett before God. There may be hypocriſy in the 
inward and moſt ſpiritual motions of the ſonl.— 0 
MT few. are — fully are what they appear 
to e! | 
But that there may be ſuch W will appear 
more fully, if we conſider the power of imagi- 
nation. This can work as ſtrongly in religious per- 
ſuaſions as in natural things. Conſider alſo what 
natural principles, influenced with common grace, 
may amount to. In all hypocritical actings, there 
is a mixture of common grace and carnal e 
and all the philoſophy in the world cannot advance 
them ſo much as the goſpel can. The law did much to 
Paul and the young man; and, ne doubt, if Dioge- 
nes and Seneca had lived under the goſpel diſpenſa- 
tion, they had gone as far or further than the young 
man did, Matth. xix.; for ontward rules are as im- 
proveable by one as another, What would the let- 
ter of the law then have done, when the glimmer- 
ings of nature did ſo much? Now, a man, paſling 
through thoſe, and coming to the goſpel, and belie-“ 
ving in a common manner that this is a more pure 
and refined rule, the man's ſpirit muſt be more 
heightened, and his moral virtues more refined, and 
look liker graces; for though he acts from the ſame 
principles ſtill, yet they are changed and transform 
ed by his external knowledge of the goſpel, and by 
the voluntary agency of the SeIRIT, whs acts as he 
will, and is not bound to act to the utmoſt. Some- 
times he glances upon nature, yet leaves it nature 
ſtill, Heb. vi. There are many things in the goſpel, 
ſuited to the improvement of the underſtanding and 
the will, and to work on the affections; as CHRIST 
ſuffering ſo much, and that out of love and choice. 
Hence @ man may think he loves Cnzrsr, and wee 
at the thoughts of his ſufferings, and yet the heart 
be unrenewed, and the man ſtill in nature. 
And indeed the new birth, and the way of Gon's 
working, is fo * chat a man may be eaſily 
3 2 
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miſtaken about it; and ſelf-love may prompt a mat 


to judge too favourably of himſelf. —As.a man may 
have the reſemblance of all the graces of the Srixrr, 
ſo of ſincerity. As one ſays, a man may have the 
completion, but not the conſtitution of a Chriſtian. 
But further, a man may have no ſiniſter inten- 
tions in his duties, and yet be a hypocrite; for 
ſome have ſuch a natural ſincerity, that they would 
not for the world contradict their principles. Such 
was Abimelech's integrity, Gen. xx. 5, 6. according 
to his own appeal, and the teſtimony God gave to 
him :— In the integrity of my heart, and innocency of 
my hands have I done this, And God ſaid unto him 
in a dream, Tea, I know that thou didit this in the in- 
tegrity of thy heart. So in duties, a man may preach 
and pray, not ſo much to be ſeen of men, as from 
the intention of his heart; but yet it is not to en- 
joy God or find CHRIST in theſe duties. So then, 
as fimplicity of intention cannot juſtify an evil ae- 


5 tion, nor make an action good in itſelf; ſo a ſingle 


intention may proceed from a man's natural ingenui- 
ty, or ſome common principle, when the heart is ſtill 
naught and .unrenewed, \[Þ =: HOP 
True Chriſtian fincere intentions, then, muſt flow 
from the pure and even workings of principles to- 
ward their ends, when there is an harmonious act- 
ing of graces in the ſoul, of which ſincerity is as it 
were the ſpiritual tone. 3 8 
Hypocrites of the above deſcription are of ſeveral 
ſorts.— Some, in a low ſort of formality, inſenſibly 
drudge on in duties; as the ignorant Papiſt does 
with his beads and prayers; ſuch are many Prote- 


ſtants. Others are zealous fincere hypocrites, who f 


ſeem to have more than a form; and all they have 
more, is but paſſion and humour, not gracæ Such 
may be ſtrongly devoted to their way and opinion, 
eagerly follow it, deſpiſing others, and think all re · 
ligion loſt if it fall, and yet can tell nothing of a 
woxk of grace on their hearts. Again, there are ſome 


— , . 7— *r ˙.— r. m ⁰»mm 


On Hypocriſy. | — of 


confident, lofty hypocrites, who, though they have 
ſome general notions of grace and 'mercy, common 
apprehenſions of God's love, and ſuch ſtirrings of 
conſcience, as, for a ſeaſon, incited hem to ſeek 
 Cunisr, yet, as the ſtony ground hearers, and thoſe, 


Job viii. 13. whoſe hope ſhall periſb, have never truly 

felt the bitterneſs of the law, or the comforts of the 

| goſpel. This is the greateſt judgment of God upon 
' ſouls. 2 Theff. ii. 11, And for this cauſe God ſhall 


Lend them ſtrong deluſion, that they ſhould Believe a 


lie; which may be underſtood of this, as well as of 1 
54 Jelufians 5 in doctrine. Finally, there is the demure 1 


and ſtrict hypocrite, who being of an even natu-- 
ral temper, through. natural inducements and com- 
mon inlightenings, hath attained to that ſtrictneſs, 


gravity, and evenneſs in his walk, as all may admire | 


| him) and none diſcover him; and yet be a ſtranger 


to a thorough ſanctifying work, md to en con- 
verſe with Goo. 


Bst ia all theſe, ſelf is ſtill at this bottom ; and . | 
deed, ſelf-love is the grpund of all hypocriſy. - Self 
acts cloſely and fecretly, and moves ſtrongly, and 
ſelf. ſatis faction is the utmoſt end of the moſt refined 
hypocrites. Such uſually ſhun to be tried; and un- 
der all their apparent graces, there 1s ſome unmor- 
_ tified luſt. Thoſe” who live long under the pow- 
er of any ſecret luſt have great cauſe to dread it. 
It may be thou thinkeſt to make up this, with thy 
prayers upon the actings of it; but this ſhews thy 
hypocriſy the more, ſeeing thy luſts live ſtill.— Hy- 
pocrites ſecretly envy the luſture of the gifts and gra- 
ces of ſuch as go beyond them, and cannot abide to 
de out-ſhined. If thou loveſt grace as ſuch, thou 
wilt love it wherever it is moſt pure, and ſhines 
moſt brightly. The Phariſees, hating Cnursr for 
this, diſcovered what they were. 

Theſe things may put us to a n inquiry, 
and will diſcover that many have either no grace, 
or but little. Indeed, grace may lie in little room: 
. may be more of it in one motion of the heart, 
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than in the moſt ſpecious appearances ; ; and a poor 
obſcure ſoul may Have more of it than the moſt 
flouriſhing preacher or profeſſor in the world. O be 


not dazzled with glorious forms, with orthodox opi- 
nions, or ſaint-like practices! Look to your inward 
frame, and how your ſpirit 1 is acted and carried out 

to Cnnlsr and heaven, in what you ſpeak or do. 


Beſides, let us conſider, That as many ſorts of tem- 


pers as there are, and humours and conſtitutions, 
and deſigns of men profeſling religion, and as many 
ways and common workings as Gop may have with 
men; ſo many ſorts of hypoerites there may be, ta- 


king up a profeſſion on thoſe grounds. Henee then, 
if a man be of a duller drud 1 nature, he proves 


a hypocrite of the firſt ſort mentioned above; if of 


a hot Hery temper, (for neither common grace nor 
ſpecial does wholly vary the natural temper,) of 
the ſecond ſort; if either of an eafy perſuadible na- 

ture, or of a bold confident nature, he proves to be 


of the third ; if of a more grave and fober temper, 


of the fourth ſort. And ſuch are the moſt exquiſite = 
| hypocrites. They will obſerve the ſmalleſt defect in 


others; and all their comforts lie in an unblamable 


deportment among men, that there may be no ble- 
miſh in their reputation. Such often ſhame many 


poor gracious ſouls. Paul, touching the righteouſ. 


neſs which is in the law, was blameleſs. 


If a man be naturally ſubtile, he will exatly act 55 


his part, ſuit every time and turn; but all is mana- 
ged to his own defign. Such are ordinarily and in- 
tentionally hypocrites. So then, if a profeſſor be 

not a ſincere convert, as his natural Wer my ſuch. 


is his hypocriſy, | 
If a man be of a fearful temper, he may "om * 

water terrors in a natural ſtate, and make a great 

deal of work; and ordinarily, ſuch come to be belt 


thought of by themſelves and others. 


Now, theſe are of two forts. Some are but more 
generally touched with the ſenſe of ſome fin, which 


Gop 1 is often checking them for, which habituates | 


On Hypeeriſy. 1 
them to a complaining way; and in this humour they 
go on in duties, (which they dare not omit. ) Though 
they be not under hideous tcrrors, yet they cannot 
get rid of fears and checks; and all they do is to 

complain to others; but yet they have never found 
the power of the goſpel, nor ſeen the deptlis of a de 
ceitful heart. Such ſhew their hypocriſy in many 
ways. For, by this way of complaining, they think 
do get off from the ſuſpicion of hypocriſy, thougli 
they never felt the burden of ſin, nor the influence 
of the goſpel.— They think to get the pity and 
compaſſion of other ' ſaints, and make a plaiſter of 3 
that for their ſore.— For this, they look upon 
themſelves as poor in ſpirit, always under the ſenſe 
of their undone condition. Efteeming lowly of 
themſelves, they would have .others think fo too. 
hut eſpecially their reſting (yea, taking -plea- 
BR. fure) i in complaining, without looking after CHRIST, 
. diſcovers their hypocriſy. If they can but get a 
good word from any to whom they open their minds, 
they are at eaſe. This complaining ſpirit is very un= | 
ſeemly, except in caſes of great neceſſity, and on ex. 
traordinary occaſions. The firſt way the needy ſoul | 
ſhould go is to CHrrsT; but we find 1 many ſuch 
4 complainers go away, contented with ſome poor com- 
mon word. Ah! many make a trade of this all 
their days. Will this ſerve their turn !—But, art 
thou indeed troubled with thy fins? If thou wert, 
it would. be known; thy bowels would be working 
out one way or others; it would be thy conſtant 
work, and thou wouldeſt give no reſt to CHRIST with- 
out pardon, and power to kill thy corruption. But, 
does complaining, or any thing leſs than the death 
of thy corruption, quiet thee? Can any promiles 
comfort thee, dut as they tend directly to deſtroy 
thy corruption? Of all profeſſors, this fort goes. on 
moſt cunningly; for we commonly judge of men 
by their tender ſenſe of ſin, and think ſuch as have 


moſt of that, to have the moſt of a fundamental . 
5 
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Some are under great ſcorching terrors of con- 
ſcience, which make them moſt forward in du- 
ties; yea, cauſe them cry out, and make a great 
deal of noiſe; and yet all the while they have nei- 
ther right diſcoveries of fin, nor of CHRIS Tr. 
For as much unbelief is hid under great terrors; 
ſo the greateſt hypocriſy is often hid under 
the ſight of fin, and the greateſt terrors ; for then 
2 man will do any thing to avoid that fin and 
that terror. What he does is to eaſe his conſcience; 
he defires no. more. Hence ſome fc © a while are under 
mighty terrors, and ere long are as jovial again as 
ever. Such often ſnatch at any thing to comfort 
_ themſelves, take from any hand as ſoon as from 
CurisT's; any promiſe pleaſes them; though CHRIST 
be not in it; nay, a diverſion perhaps is as good as 
Cuxisr's blood to them; and indeed, moſt hypocrites. 
are under ſome degree of terror. But this kind of 
hypocrite may by theſe be carried on tg the greateſt 
eagerneſs in duty, bemoan his condition ſo paſſion- 
ately in prayer, as would make one's heart bleed; 
2 when alone, may be heard crying aloud. But 
ſtill his confcience grows more inſenfible, and his 
heart harder, theſe grow ſo common to him at laſt ; - 
for Gon often, with terrors, ſears a man's conſcience 
as with a hot iron. The caſe of ſuch looks very 
maT TE. E 
But look to the Lokp's ſeveral ways of working, 
according to folks ſeveral diſpoſitions : Take one of 
a. greater capacity. Such a one, by common illu- 
mination and gifts, may come to be a moſt glorious 
hypocrite. The former ſort was inlightened with 
flames, this man with calm and. ſun-like beams. A 
{ hypocrite of this deſcription may have all the notions 
| _ of the goſpel formed in his head, may be profitable 
to others, and have a vein of diſcuſſing the greateſt 
and moſt ſpiritual goſpel truths. FP 
Bat all theſe things are only in the head, are not 
ſlamped on the heart, are only artificially imprinted. 
on the underſtanding, but have not the underſtand. 
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ing moulded into them.— All that he acis, in che ex- 
— — of this knowledge, is with ſome ſecret glo- 
ry and complacency in his knowledge, rather than . 
in the things known. He ſpeaks as if theſe things 

were his own, and he had ee them from CurIsT; 
but ſhame him, and his heart dies; and ordinarily 

bis parts die: Gon withdraws by degrees, lets cor- 
ruption come in. ſo much on him, that at laſt he 


loſes all, as the fooliſh, virgins did when their lamps 


went out; for there was dine. but ſelf, and ſe- 
cret inward. contradicting the Power of reli; gion, and 
working againſt GG. 
It concerns us then to know what | pirit we 
are of, to bring ourſelves under Gop's eye, to look 
weithin to every motion of the heart. Set your- 
ſelves under the divine eye, and ſay not you are a 
_ ſaint, till you ſee it written with the beams of the 
ſun. O! how many gilded profeſſors will be found 
naught i in the end. 6 you curſed, will * 2 great 
diſappointment to many, : 
But how ſhall we diſcover if we are truly fin- 
cere? No hypocrite can hate fin as ſin; that is, in its 


nature, in every appearance, every hint, in the firſt | 


motions of it : though he may be angry at ſome fins 
that diſturb him, but hates not every embryo of 1 it, 
upon this lingle conſideration that it is fin. 
No hypocrite can delight to be ſhamed by Gon 1 
in his duties, and made purely nothing in his o- ]̊ 
eyes, and in the eyes of others. In his actings and 


relations, ſelf-love is his principle; and this makes i 
him not endure to be aſhamed or outſhined. - Afin- | 


cere ſoul, if the Lord deny him aſſiſtance in duty, 
in preaching, praying, opening his caſe to others, 
can, even in theſe caſes, take pleafure to be aſnamed, 
loves to be brought to nothing, and delights in 
God's humbling dealings; yea he is willing to 
ſhame himſelf, though he may mourn for what has 
provoked God to withdraw his aſſiſtance. N 
No hypocrite can bleſs or love God in his heart, 
when he {mites him — deareſt enjoyments or 
. 
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luſts. A ſaint can cling and cleave to Canter, 
though he ſeem an enemy. 

No hypocrite can love the perfon of Cunrsr, nor 
a ſaint, as a ſaint 3 but CHRIST as clothed. with par- 
don, condeſcenſion, love, meekneſs, Vc.; * and a ſaint, 
as ſo tempered and conditioned. 
No hypocrite can ſerve CuxIsT pleaſantly, with- 
out ſenſible comforts, or outward reſpe&s. A, ſin- 
cere ſoul can take pleaſure in the mere mention of 
CHRIST, 1 in his pooreſt work, wherein he is leaſt ſeen. 
As in his infirmities, ſo in his reproaches—he loves 
the croſs for CHRIS T's ſake. 
No hypocrite can long to be like Cnatsr, nor 
can love the holineſs of CHRIST, as well as the ad- 
vantages CHRIST is clothed with. A faint, if he 


had never ſo much peace and joy in his ſoul, would 


rather be like CuzisT than have all theſe. Be 
loves CurrsT with ſuch a pure love as deſtroys his 


corruption, as unbottoms him of ſelf, and transforms 


him into the image of CHI T.. 

No bypocrite can deſire that God he ind 
though it were in the utter ſhaming of himſelf, as. 

to all. privileges and enjoyments, and abating of his 

comforts, ſelf-love (as. is ſaid) being ever. at the 
bottom. 

In the next place, We ſball give forme characters 
of a hypocrite. in reference to his duties.— He hath. 
a bias in · them all, another end:than to ſerve CHRIST 
in them, or to be fanctifſied by them. If he be con- 
ſtant to his own heart, if he never goes Gon's er- 


* rand, but when he has an errand-of his own lying 


that way, this may be known, either at the end, or. 
the beginning and I firſt moving to a duty, or at the. 
turn of it. If the aim of every duty be not chiefly 
the glory of Gon, and then the enjoyment. of Gon, 
it is not right, Indeed, the bias is not always ſoon. 
feen; it does not turn the bowl: aſide until its 
ſtrength is paſt. O! there are infinite ſecret biaſes, . 
that inſenſibly paſs up and down a man's ſpirit; 
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and, according to the weight of the bias, ſo i is its in- 
fluence, and ſo i is the man's acting. | 
The hypocrite is careleſs in thoſe duties that are 
more inward, as in meditation, mortification, ſelf- 
examination, Wc, If he eſſay them at all, when- 
ever he comes to a pinch he finds a conveniency to 
omit them. The cloſſeſt hypocrite finds ſomething 
to divert from the ſtrength of objections, when he, 
upon trial, finds things not ſo right with him as he 
would: the gracious ſoul then purſues the ſearch 
_ - moſt cloſely. Now, as to external duties, the hypo- 
erite is moſt taken with thoſe that are moſt public: 
he can be careleſs in private duties, but will be 
mighty exact in public. If at any time he does 
any thing like afflicting his ſoul, he is proud of it, 
and complains — Go for neglecting it, 
1 
He always has his e ee chuſes what 
duties ſuit him beſt, what are ſuitable to the time, to 
his humour, or the place he lives in; eſpecially | 
ſuch as are moſt plaufible. He loves not duty in 
ittſelf, but can upon worldly occaſions neglect is .. 
This 3 is a cloſe trial for the beſt of them. hes 
may in ſome duties be ſo zealous, that one would. 
think their whole ſouls were in them; (0 but is 
Cnnisr and heaven in every duty?) but in hum- 
bling duties, their ſoul ſhrinks. He that loves not e- 
very known duty, and does not love to know bs. whole - 
duty, is an byporrite.. Fra 
He is ordunarily more concerned in n lefſer matters, 
and neglects the weightier; it may be, more eager 
for or againſt a garb, than the adorning. of the ſoul. 
He trades moſtly in ſmall ware. 

"He looks not to his ſpirit or frame in duties; but 
is only careful how to act properly before others. 
3 right frame lies, /, In the preparation of the 
heart to meet with Gop; 2dly, In the ſpiritual: be- 

haviour of the heart before God in duty, the de- 
corum and proportion of the. heart unto Gon, ac= || 
_ cording to the nature of the act; (for every diſpoſi-- - || 
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tion ſuits not every duty); 3dly, In workings of the 


| heart, ſuitable to what we expreſs, If a hypocrite: 
can but pleaſe himſelf and others, he iskttle concern- 
ed about theſe. | 

In the midſt of his zeal and forwardneſs i in duties,. 

he is ſecretly wearied of them: he is a perfect ſlave 
and drudge to duties; for none act freely; but they 
| who act from an inward principle: he has no de- 

light in God's law, CnRIsT's yoke is grievous to 


him ; if his ends and motives would. let him, he 
would gladly be rid of it: but a true ſaint ſeldom 


fails in has heart; for the moſt part, to will is pre- 
ſent with him, though the fleſh be often. weak. b 


All his religion lies in ſome duties. Take him. © 


out of theſe, and he is as other men, as common. 


in his walk, as vain, fooliſn, and frothy. If you. 


would know a Chriſtian, take him out of his duties; 
fee how he is ever in the fear of the Lord, ſome ſa- 
pour of holineſs in all his converſation; * not only 
faſts to the Lon, but he eats and. . 1 
Lon, Zech. vii. 5, 6.—When ye faſted and mourn. 


ed,—did ye at all faft unta me, even-to me? And 


when ye did eat, and when ye did drink, did ye not 
eat for pour ſelus, and drink for yourſelves i 1 
All his duties are but the colourings of ſome cor- 
ruptions, which he ſecretly keeps up; yea, his du- 
ties feed and nouriſh his corruptions; and, when 
he has hurried them over, he takes the. more 
elbow-room to act his corruptions; his heart is then 


moſt warm for bis corruptions. 


He goes away ſatisfied from duties, though he 
has not found Gon in them, nor got any thing pure- 
ly from him. The world's applauſe and admiration, 


yea the greateſt enlargements, will not ſatisfy a 


faint; he hates himſelf and his duties. 


He never grows by his duties ; though, indeed, 
he may become more fluent in expreſſion, &c. But 
he never grows in mortification of fin, in clearer ap- 


prehenſions of goſpel myſteries, in love and ſpiritu- 


alty but runs in a a round, if not waxes more and 


es ea et aa 
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| things, 
duties Other actings are eaſily diſcovered. Look. 


much aſhamed before Gon, yet he may have that 
| . inicgoue, that inward fincerity, which is not only a 
ſimplicity of ſpirit, but a ſhining judgment upon his 
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more formal. Now, a man grows in duties, when 


he is more endeared to the ſpiritual nature of them; 
vrhen his ſoul finds more ſpititual power to per- 
form duties; and when he 1s fitted by one duty to 


perform another. Cuſtom may further the out- 


ward expreſſion, but it does not the inward fratne. 
We may try ourſelves by theſe things. If at. 
any time you have been convinced of the working 
of this ſin in your Touls, you have experienced theſe 
A man's cloffeſt hypocriſy lies in his 


not only how you have performed duties, but how 
you are moved and acted in them. Be more afraid. 


ol duties than of any thing. You. may be in God's: 


ways as to outward actings, and yet under the power 
ol ſpiritual temptations. See then, that true grace 
be rooted in your heart. The poor Chriſtian may be 


condition, that he knows how it is with him. He 
can ſay, I know ſuch a time, at ſuch a place, the 
SPIKIT moved mightily upon me, drew me, &c. when 
T was weak and heavy. Let not only thy own rea- 
ſon witneſs thy ſincerit x, but get the ſeripture's and 


the Srmrr's witneſs. Seek a diſcerning ſpirit to 
Eno this fin that works ſo inſenſibly. For, when 
vou act faireſt, and think you are even lying in 


© the duſt, you are perhaps not free from much hy- 
 pocriſy. No more are you, when you think, by 

| your high contemplations, that vou are more ab- 
ſtracted from the world. Hypocriſy makes a man 
| like the devil: I have choſen you twelve and one of 
yon it a devil; liars and deceivers like him. Q 


what a diſe&ion will it be, when an old hypocrite 


: is opened! and his real n expoſed to the 


view of an aſſembled world! Be every day diſſect- 
ing your heart, proving every duty, and the mo- 


tions of your heart in it; in their frame, worki ings, 
incomes, Kc. * every prayer, anatomiſing every 
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petition, Hypoerites are now more common and 


more ſplendid and ſubtile than in former times; 
there is now ſo much light, CC. | 
But to touch on ' hypocriſy in ſome particulars : 
And, t, In prayer. In prayer lies much of the 
life of religion; and therefore, ſome hypocrites ſtudy 
to appear ſo exquiſite in that, that one would think 


them wreſtling with Gop, mightily aſſiſted from a- 


bove, and prompted by a goſpel-ſpirit within. O! 
how much of Gobp is let in to the ſaints. in their 
duty? and how much are their hearts let out to Gop! 
And hence, a hypocrite ſtudies {kill in nothing more 
than in that; and as to the outward Jus! of 1 it, _— 8⁰ 
beyond many ſaints. 

But all he does in this is from an acquired art, 

not from a ſpirit of prayer within him. It is an 


artificial motion of his heart, which he hath got by 


g induſtry, imitation, converſe. and cuſtom in that 
duty. ln this art he hath ſtriven to perfect him-. 
lelf, and indeed may be dexterous in it, and refreſh 

many ſerious ſouls, when he has little ſenſe in his 
own heart. Indeed, hypocrites commonly appear 
dead and formal in prayer; but I ſpeak of what * 
be, and often is. 


Again, His. greateſt ſtudy i is about 8 


rather than for right impreſſions of Gop, and his 


own ſtate; and in theſe he can be more exact than a 
true ſaint, and his expreſſions ſeem more ſuitable 
and affectin g; and no wonder, when he ſtudies no- 
thing elſe. And indeed, I am apt to ſuſpect theſe 
prayers, that are ſet off with moſt of human elo- 
quence and wiſdom, and appear moſt artificial. 
His greateſt enlargements are rather in public, _. 


than in private and ſecret dealings with his on 
heart. 


He ſecretly rejoiceth in the very manner of ex- 80 


preſſing his wants and deſires. 
He is more afflicted when he wants 3 — 
as to ne, than when he wants affection- If 
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he be enlarged as to this gift, he cares not for dead - 
neſs in his heart; for theſe may be at once. 

He loves to lengthen out his duties in public, but 
he can hurry them over in private, as papilts do 
their beads, though in their public maſſes they be 
very ſolemn; yea, he can be content to be diverted 
or interrupted and to have ſome excuſe to his con- 
fcience. He can borrow ſome hours of his conſei- 
ence, but he pays not again. 


Both in public and private he fags at laſt. te 


is moſt zealous in prayer at firſt, and hath much ado 


to keep his ſpirit up to the firſt fart, He is forced 
to pump and ſtrain for expreſſions. .It is ordinarily 


| otherwiſe with a ſaint, who feels moſt deadneſs at 
| firſt. And though in the end his expreſſions may 
fail, yet his affections are higher, and he is loath to 


leave prayer. But the hypocrite is adted from art, 


as a clock that grows flower in end, until 3 it be wind- 


4 ed up again. 
Ae never goes to pray wth late preſent 
ſenſe of the need of the SPIRIT's aſſiſtance, and of 
_ Cxrisr's interceſſion; though, in ſome extraordinary 
work, he may have ſome general petition for through= 
bearing; but he ſtill acts from his own ftrength, is 
never unbottomed of ſelf, nor ſees his need of 
_ CarIsT. 

He prays, with ſeeming carnefineſs, for the things 
he never prized, nor knew the worth of; as for par- 
don, the enjoyment of Chnrsr, Cc. For he can quiet 

himſelf with common hopes of them. He hopes he 
may have CHRIST, Sc. though now he takes his duty 

inſtead of CHñRIsT for the preſent.— He diſhkes thoſe 
enjoyments he prays for, as to the power, ſpirit, and 
life of them. He loves not ſanctification; and as for 
Juſtification, he could wiſh he ſtood upon his own 
legs. Nor does he diligently endeavour the attain- 
ment of thoſe things he ſeeks for. 

He calls Gop Father by his own ſpirit, not by 
the Srixtfr of adoption, (which is the Srixrr of pray- 
er); for he goes not to Gon, from. an inward 1 ſenſe 


% 


| of God's fatherly love. All nn ſecretly look 


on God as a Judge, and an enemy: No man can call 
God Father, but from the Srixrr of adoption, when 
love, as well as need, prompts a man to pray. Nor | 
goes he with the ſuitableneſs of a ſon-like affeQion 
to Gon, wherein much. of the ſpirit of prayer is 
Gon. His heart does not * work toward 
Gl... 
His heart fails kim when his enlargement fails 


him. A faint, when groaning, may have his heart 


up; his 
ments. He is content Gon ſhould ſhame him, if he 
way, have but a promiſe to hang on. 
His prayer is his only ſhift upon every occaſion. It 
eaſes and charms him into reſt after guilt. It is not 
prayer, but Cnatsr's blood beheld 1 in prayer, can eaſe 
a fincere ſoul. - 
If hecan get tears in prayer, then he is well; - 
theſe waſh away his guilt, which, if they be not the 
fruits of a broken heart, are the moſt dangerous 


faith of divine love. Now, ſuch mingle their tears 
with their ſacrifices; and this is ſatis faction enough. 
for the . O be dead to tears Now, if you 
be acquainted with your hearts, you may ſee enough 7 
of N in theſ things. B 
Next, Let us look & to his way in his converſe with 
the ſaints ; for he is careful to keep ſome correſpond- 
ence with. them, but has inward prejudices againſt 
ſuch as walk ſtrictly, that have à watchful. and ob- 
ſervant eye; he aſſociates not with ſuch, except it be 
for ſome deſign.— He is careful to ſpeak and act 
more watchfully than ordinarily.He cannot endure 
to be freely and faithfully checked by them; and he 
would not have others know his diſtempers. What- 
ever he think of himſelf, he cannot endure others 
ſhould queſtion his graccs. Indeed, many can ſeem 
to take a reproof well, who will hate you for ever 
for it: he would have his heart neither-known ta 
himſelf nor others. But, O! that any body might 


dans are more to him than his enlarge= _ 


figns of hypocriſy, if they. come not from the ſenſe ov | 
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tell me where the crack” or flaw lies, ſays the ſaint. 
He can take a reproof in the ſharpeſt manner, from 
the ſharpeſt tongue, if it diſcover and ſtrike at his 
corruption; he is out of love with it, and is glad that 
any body would make it odious to him.—He deſpi- 
fes ſuch ſaints. as are below him, and envies ſuch as 
are above him, ſuch he calls proud, high, or vain, 
= £&c.—He is prying into, and cenſorious of others; 
but ſlack to ſee or Kas- himſelf—eagle-eyed abroad 
but owl-eyed at home.— He loves. to converſe only 
wich ſuch as are of his own humour and opinion... 
He hath a ſecret. back-door, and carnal ſtrain, with 
- carnal profeſſors : his vein and humour lies that 
way, though his eye ſeems to look otherwiſe : he 
| can be more familiar and merry with the one than g 
the other, at leaſt as much ſo, Wc. 
Then, as to his civil converſe, he can put on a 
face ſuitable to all times and perſons, zealous or 
modeſt, merry or melancholy, or ſerious. _He makes 
religion ſubſervient to every principle or delign.— 
He can paſs by leſſer evils in common converſe, as 
common infirmities.— He is more troubled when he 1 
diſpleaſes men, than when he offends God. He is | 
more careful to keep off ſcandal from his "__ _— 
_ Gan guilt from his 3 


Ir was before obſerved, that chere are a FREE) 
fort of hypocrites, who are conſcious of their hypo- 
eriſy ;. yet, for ſome deſign, from. their education, or 
ſtirrings and convictions of conſcience under ordi- 
Dances, go on in their profeſſion, and cannot leave it; 
who cannot ſee a real work in their ſouls, but go 
on under many inward regrets and wounds, and 
would have others take them for ſaints. Yet their 
convictions are not ſo full and ſtrong as to ſhew 
them the deeps of their miſery, and the neceſlity of 
a. change of heart. Such may excel in prayer 
and Chriſtian diſcourſe; and, though they know 
they have never yet found Cnalisr, and that thex 
muſt paſs under ſome other work than ever they 
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have felt, ere they be ſaved, cannot yet leave duty; 
cott tend and the outward pulls lies ſtill on them: 
fo Saul, Wc. Such are ſelf. condemned; and it ſeems 


hard, if not impoſſible, for a man living under a 
goſpel miniſtry to have any ſtirrings of conſcience, -| 

and not at ſome time or other have ſome diſcoveries 

of his hypocriſy ; but he can bear them, though 
they be Harp, til drey wear off - entirely. When | 


he goes to prayer, he may ſenſibly miſs the work- 
ings of the Srixtr of adoption. He has heard of 


many things in prayer, that he miſſes in himſelf ; 


Fet goes on under this regret. This 1 is a very la 


; men table caſe indeed. 


That there are ſuch will ap ar; for a natural con- 
ſcience may ſhew a man wheren his hypocriſy lies; 
as in prayer, may tell him, this came from thine 
oven ſpirit, it came not from the Fountain, but was 

forced, c. you aimed at this or that; for, every 

f hypocrite, befide natural light, hath an enlightened = 

conſcience : by ſome common work, it is not ſo dull 


as in other men; except, after a long time in hypo- 


criſy, it be judicially hardened.—Conſider how far 


theſe convictions may go, when a man lives under a 


clear convincing min. ſtry; wherein he hears true 
. Chriſtians characterized, and the differences between 
them and hypocrites.—A hypocrite cannot but know 


what he is, when he conſiders the ſmall incomes he 


to. the world, which ſome think the meaning of that, 

Pfal. cxxv. 5. As for ſuch as turn afide unto their 
crooked wa ys, the Lord ſhall lead them forth with the 
workers of iniguity.Nay, ſuch cannot live long un- 


der the goſpel, but now and then they will come 


under convictions of hypocriſy. 


But how comes he then to continue 8 or not to 


gets by duties, and what glorious frames, what ea- 
gerueſs in, and love to duties, what attainments, and 
expreſs bleſſed communion with Gop the ſaint gets 
in duties, and how low he is.— Vet Gon delights to 
diſcover a hypocrite; for it is a ſecret none knows 
but himſelf, and ſome time or other he diſcovers it 


— * 1 | 


| leave off all profeſſion? Anfw. It is a moſt deluding 


and pleaſant fin; and a man takes pleaſure by art 
to imitate SR At other times alſo, ſelf- love 


| blinds him, and he judges better of himſelf upon. 
every common flaſh, &c.—Becauſe he knows not 


the vileneſs of this fin: He ſees it coldly, as he 


I fees other fins; only thinks he is not as he ſhould 


| be.—He goes' on in duties, thinking to wear out bis 
| hypocriſy by his duties, though he perform them 


| ian it, and contract guilt by them, and moſt of his 
hypocriſy be in duties; this is ſtrange, but true.— 


He has ſome advantage, mean while, by his profeſ-. 
fion.—God Alfo often gives ſuch up to a reprobate 


mind.—Now, the LoxD both diſcovers them, and 
| Puniſhes them for their hypocriſy, by drying up 
their gifts; by withdrawing ſtrength, and ſecretly 
giving them up to ſome corruption: They wither, 


John xv. 6. Va man abide not in me, be is caſt 


forth as a branch, and is withered, He takes away 
light; a reprobate mind is a blinded mind, which 
has not that common light it had before about fin 


or duty; hence, no ſenſe of Divine things. He lets 
ſome great corruption break out, as with Judas; no 


doubt Judas wanted not gnawings of conſcience un- 


der CurisT's miniſtry and eye. 
Soy gives Vac up unto deſpair; and that is ei- 
ther ſecret—they tug on night and day in duties, 


when they are preſſed in conſcience, but get nothing 
by them—This grows infenfibly : Or a frightful 


| hideous deſpair, which they commonly never get 
out of. We never read in ſcripture of a hypocrite 

who got out of this; ſo Cain, Eſau, Saul, Judas. 
Next, Confider the nature of hypocriſy, and that 


will anſwer the queſtion Though he knows him 
| ſelf unſound, yet he is loth others ſhould ſee it, or 
think ſo of Las ; fo Balaam, who otherwiſe would 


fain have gone to Balak, Numb. xxii. xxiii. and 
xxiv. chapters. Vea, none will be more ſevere on 


hypocriſy in others, even in poor ſaints. And tho“ 
he Know this of Dae, he ſtrives not · to root out 
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this evil in his heart, but to ſmother and palliate it | 


from men. It is far otherwiſe with the ſaints. 
O then, further try yourſelves! There were ne- 


ver more hypocrites in any age. Have you a glo- 

rious inward freeneſs with God, ſuch incomes and. 
divine frames as we ſpoke of? Can you find any | 
time to play with your 12 ſo they wound you not? 


A ſaint hates motions and appearances; a hypocrite 


can recreate himſelf now and then with wanton 
thoughts, or be delighted with ſecret thoughts, when 
he 7 not act them. Are there not ſome ſins and | 

_ - duties vou count little, that you were never uum- 
| bled for doing or omitting? It is the object makes fin 


great, not the act.— Are ye not afraid of trials? A 


_ _ hypocrite indeed may appeal to Gon and conſcience; | 
pet cannot endure to have his heart ripped up, and | ' 
to be thoroughly diſcovered to himſelf or others: | 
be quiet, conſcience, ſays he, I will help this. Ifhe |. 
cannot evade the authority of goſpel convictions by | 
prudential confiderations, he will, get ſpiritual pre- 
|  tences.—ls there not ſome of the fat of the cattle 
' _ reſerved? 1 Sam. xv. 9, 15. But Saal and the peo- | 

=_— Jpared—the beſt of the ſheep, and of the oxen, and | 
the fathngs, and the lambs, and all that was good, | 
and would not utterly deſtroy them :— And Saul ſaid, | 
They have brought them from the Amaletites: For 
the people ſpared the beſt of the ſheep, and of the oxen,. 
to. ſacrifice unto the Lord thy Got! and the reſt we 
bave utterly deftrayed : He had a ſecret luſt to ho- 
nour himſelf by that. 1 
O O ſearch this, and then cater the danger of it? 
for it is Satan's laſt reſerve, and it is hard to be diſ- 
cerned; a man muſt dig deep ere he find it. Alt will 
quickly infect all the faculties of the ſoul. It can 
kiſs and kill at once; and when it gets in, a man 
cannot act like a man, either from ſcripture, reaſon, 
or judgment, but from ſome cloſe particular humour. 


When fincerity is gone, the ſubſtance of the ſoul is 
gone.—lIt is moſt inconſiſtent and various in its mo- 


Lions and repreſentations. A. man is ſeldom. the ſame, 
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It puts him into ſo many moulds, his ſoul and at. 


Ings into ſo many forms, that be knows not when 


he is right lt i is moſt hateful to God, taking his 


name in vain; is moſt 8 to his ſimplicity, om- 
niſcience, purity, Cc. 


Let, for caution, know Men, who trembleſt at 
_ theſe things, That jealouſy of thy heart, and a ſe- 


vere inquiry into it, is a good token. Indeed, jea- 


louſy on apparent, yea, on probable grounds, is < 


1 uſual with hypocrites ; but hes] is a jealouſy that 


| ariſes from fear and care, leſt I ſhould be ſuch a one, 
from the hatred of the thing, which makes a man 


| reſtleſs, till he diſcern his integrity: is it I? ſaid 
| the diſciples: It is true Judas ſaid ſo alſo; but "Y 
| was laſt of all, when he was ſome way forced to it; 


and yet, even then, he would not confeſs it; only 
he went out: that is all we hear of him in this mat- 


I ter till he hanged himſelf. —Are you glad then, that 
| God ſhould diſcover and deftroy your hypocriſy in 
any way he will? Can you bleſs Gop for theſe as 
well as for peace, c.? —Is thy heart ſet againſt the 


| nature of fin, and art thou ſimply purſuing the en- 


joyment of Gon? Can no outward adt content thee, 


though never ſo glorious, without an inward frame 
ſuitable to that act? Does omiſſion of duty trouble 


| thee as much as the commiſſion of fin ? eſpecially if 
| thou omit inward duties, as believing, Sc. Doſt 
thou hate to act in thy own ſtrength, as much as 

thou hateſt outward acts of fin, or the greater diſ. 
| temper of 8 If it * ſo, thou art no bypo- 

| crite. 4 | 
Now, If vou mean to avoid nh your : 
hearts mult be principled and furniſhed with all the 


_ graces of the SPIRIT, and the actings of them pro- 


portionably, Philip. i. 9, 10, 11. And this 1 pray, £ 


that your love may abound yet more and more in 
- knowledge, and in all judgment; that ye may approve 


things that are excellent; that ye ma be. fincere, and 
without fence until the day of Chrift ; being filled 
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wit * fruits of r righteouſneſs which are- b; by Teſt Us 
Chrift, unto the glory and praiſe of God; for ſin- 
cerity is not ſo much a diſtin& grace, as 2 reſult of 
the harmonious workings of all graces in all the 
faculties of the ſoul. , Hence; it is not enough that 
a man have a good end, (Peter had an honeſt inten- 
tion, Matth. xvi. 22. Then Peter took him, and began 
to rebuke him, ſaying, be far from thee, Lord : this J 
Hall not be unto thee ;) but there mult be a ſuitable. 


neſs in the underſtanding, will, and affections, as in 


the place cited ; for inizgmuz there, fignifies ſuch a 


ſtrain as is without mixture or compoſition of any ; 


foreign thing in it, whether in principles or ends. 
Indeed, there will be many mixtures; but when 

| there are mixtures in principles and intentions, | 
and theſe predominant, then a man is not fin- 
cere. A fincere man acts from Gop to Gor, from 


the SerrIT unto CRHRIsr. A man's principles ant | 


Ends · muſt meet together .— The word alſo ſigniſies 1 
ſuch a clearneſs and perſpicuity 4s ſhould be in 2 


man's ſoul in all his actings, as when one is under | 


the light of the ſun. If a man would avoid hypo- 
| crily, he muſt have ſuch a clearneſs in his conſci- 


ence, ſach an inward ſhining brightneſs in his ſoul 


about what he does, as if he were to be judged by 


the ſun itſelf, and feared no ſearching of heaven or | 


earth. Try yourſelves then with the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny. 
A hypocrite, for want of this, when he is under con- 
victions as to any one thing, is confounded as to all; 
a fincere ſoul can judge itſelf fincere, and retains this 
| light even when he 1s under convictions ts to ſome 

particulars. See then that you have a clearneſs in 
your principles and ends, and that there be plain- 


7 nefs and ingennity in the actings of them. 


He always under the dread of an Omniſcient eye. 
Hy pocrites know Gop ſees all things, but they lie 
not under the dread and awe of this Omniſcient 
G0 D. Pſalm cxxxix. 7. Whither ſhall I go from 
thy Spirit? or whither ſhall I flee from thy | af ihe ? * 
"Think on the folly of this fin above others. A. 


o. Neb... 25 
hypocrite i is at as much pains as a ſaint, and yet is, 
and will die a beggar. The good thoughts and 


words of men is all he gets. What has he when 
age and ſickneſs, and death and judgment comes ? 


Vn! what deſpairing cries will he then utter ! 
And, no doubt, were it not for , ſuch would 


ive over cheir profeſſion. 


It is a dangerous thing if it go on. FHypocrites = 
are ſeldom converted (therefore look to it); for they 


1 Wear out all the principles they knew. Their con- 
victions are only to let them know their miſery, and 


j how they have out- run their glaſs, and time or day; 
| Now they are hid, Luke xix. 41, 42. And when be 
Was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over it, 

; Saying, I thou hadft known, even thou, at leaſt in 

this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! 

| But now they are hid from thine eyes. They hear but 


| over and over again the ſame things; that which 


converts others condemns them. Not an inſtance 


| of ſuch-a convert in the bible. O! it. is dangerous 
: Pp to live without thorough increaſing convictions. * 


15 true, grace is not limited. 
God will ſome time or other diſcover ſuch; and it 


| may be he ill diſcover them, and you be no better; 


only he may let the world and your own hearts know 


what ye have been, and leave you. under a ſecret. | 


deadneſs for ever, of elſe torment and confume you 
with it all your days. O protract not time, as often 


ſuch do, thinking it will be better, temptations will 4 


be over, they may get a livelier miniſtry, &c. Re- 

- member the doom of ſuch, they and the devils ſhall 
be -companions in utterioſt wrath : for they are 
| veſſels fitted for it, prepared and enlarged for wrath; 


he is every day laying up treaſures of it, by ſinging 5 


againſt the greateſt light and advantages. O be a- 
fraid of this, and fright yourſelves out of hypocri- 
ſy, if you can do nothing elſe. _ 

Sound your hearts then to the bottom; let the 
line be long; give conſcience leave to ſpeak on e- 
very occaſion; beg of Gop to try and ſearch ww 
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to his p 


in himſelf, 


( | On Hypocriſy. _ 
Never come off ſearching yourſelves, until you 


have diſcovered ſomething or other. Severely cen- 
ſure yourſelves ; keep a jury upon your principles 
and aims, upon your frames, and every motion of 


Four ſpirits. It is common and flight dealing with our 
hearts, when formal and cold, that makes ſo much 
hypocriſy, Indeed we ſhould be careful how we 
queſtion the motions of grace in us; but a watchful _ 
faint muſt eye and pry into every thing, his ſetting = 
._ out in duties, his frame in them, and after them, 
that this evil ſteal not in.—None can remedy. this 
growing diſtemper but the great Phyciſian. Your | 
_ diſeaſe is not incurable; to judge it ſo is unbelief 
indeed, and putting contempt on the ability of the 
Savio to heal. That he faves to the uttermoſt is 
as much a truth as that he exiſts. If ſuch as you 
arrive at heaven, you ſhall conſider yourſelves as 
brands plucked out of the burning. 
But to encourage honeſt ſuſpicious ſouls, know, 


That it is good for thee to have thy hypocriſy dif. 
covered: If he do ſo, bleſs him for it.— The more 
thou diſcovereſt the ſecret workings of this fin, it is | 


a ſign thou groweſt the more in grace. The more | 
ſpiritual a man grows, the more he grows in the in- 
ward fight of his heart, and of ſpiritual kinds of | 
wickedneſs in his heart, —It is good when thou lieſt 


in wait to diſcover it; and, when diſcovered, doſt 


ſincerely bewail it. When a man is ſevere to him- 
ſelf, when perhaps charitable to others, he will not 

ſpeak of it as his infirmity or failing, but will call 
himſelf wretched and miferable for it: Yea, even 


when his ſpirit is more calm and fingle-like, and as 
3 actings ſees nothing of this; yet he is 
afraid it ſteal in, and has an eye on thoſe things that 


further the actings af Ypecrify; and when he has 


found out any thing of it, he is glad. He cates not 


for pleaſing words unleſs CHRIST ſpeaks them; he 


cannot endure to be accounted more of than he is; 
he loves rather to be aſhamed, he ſees ſo much evil 


II 18. 
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